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the problem he noted: ‘‘Considering that
Congress alone is constitutionally invested
with the power of changing our condition
from peace to war, I have thought it my duty
to await their authority for using force in
any degree which could be avoided.’’ 1 Rich-
ardson 377.

Military conflicts in the Mediterranean
continued after Jefferson left office. The Dey
of Algiers made war against U.S. citizens
trading in that region and kept some in cap-
tivity. With the conclusion of the War of 1812
with England, President Madison rec-
ommended to Congress in 1815 that it declare
war on Algiers: ‘‘I recommend to Congress
the expediency of an act declaring the exist-
ence of a state of war between the United
States and the Dey and Regency of Algiers,
and of such provisions as may be requisite
for a vigorous prosecution of it to a success-
ful issue.’’ 2 Richardson 539. Instead of a dec-
laration of war, Congress passed legislation
‘‘for the protection of the commerce of the
United States against the Algerine cruisers.’’
The first line of the statute read: ‘‘Whereas
the Dey of Algiers, on the coast of Barbary,
has commenced a predatory warfare against
the United States. . . .’’ Congress gave Madi-
son authority to use armed vessels for the
purpose of protecting the commerce of U.S.
seamen on the Atlantic, the Mediterranean,
and adjoining seas. U.S. vessels (both govern-
mental and private) could ‘‘subdue, seize,
and make prize of all vessels, goods and ef-
fects of or belonging to the Dey of Algiers.’’
3 Stat. 230 (1815).

An American flotilla set sail for Algiers,
where it captured two of the Dey’s ships and
forced him to stop the piracy, release all
captives, and renounce the practice of an-
nual tribute payments. Similar treaties were
obtained from Tunis and Tripoli. By the end
of 1815, Madison could report to Congress on
the successful termination of the war with
Algiers.

LEGISLATIVE CONTROLS ON PROSPECTIVE
ACTIONS

Can Congress only authorize and declare
war, or may it also establish limits on pro-
spective presidential actions? The statutes
authorizing President Washington to ‘‘pro-
tect the inhabitants’’ of the frontiers ‘‘from
hostile incursions of the Indians’’ were inter-
preted by the Washington administration as
authority for defensive, not offensive, ac-
tions. 1 Stat. 96, § 5 (1789); 1 Stat. 121, § 16
(1790); 1 Stat. 222 (1791). Secretary of War
Henry Knox wrote to Governor Blount on Oc-
tober 9, 1792: ‘‘The Congress which possess
the powers of declaring War will assemble on
the 5th of next Month—Until their judg-
ments shall be made known it seems essen-
tial to confine all your operations to defen-
sive measures.’’ 4 The Territorial Papers of
the United States 196 (Clarence Edwin Carter
ed. 1936). President Washington consistently
held to this policy. Writing in 1793, he said
that any offensive operations against the
Creek Nation must await congressional ac-
tion: ‘‘The Constitution vests the power of
declaring war with Congress; therefore no of-
fensive expedition of importance can be un-
dertaken until after they have deliberated
upon the subject, and authorized such a
measure.’’ 33 The Writings of George Wash-
ington 73.

The statute in 1792, upon which President
Washington relied for his actions in the
Whiskey Rebellion, conditioned the use of
military force by the President upon an un-
usual judicial check. The legislation said
that whenever the United States ‘‘shall be
invaded, or be in imminent danger of inva-
sion from any foreign nation or Indian
tribe,’’ the President may call forth the
state militias to repel such invasions and to
suppress insurrections.’’ 1 Stat. 264, § 1 (1792).

However, whenever federal laws were op-
posed and their execution obstructed in any
state, ‘‘by combinations too powerful to be
suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial
proceedings, or by the powers vested in the
marshals by this act,’’ the President would
have to be first notified of that fact by an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court or
by a federal district judge. Only after that
notice could the President call forth the mi-
litia of the state to suppress the insurrec-
tion. Id., § 2.

In the legislation authorizing the Quasi-
War of 1798, Congress placed limits on what
President Adams could and could not do. One
statute authorized him to seize vessels sail-
ing to French ports. He acted beyond the
terms of this statute by issuing an order di-
recting American ships to capture vessels
sailing to or from French ports. A naval cap-
tain followed his order by seizing a Danish
ship sailing from a French port. He was sued
for damages and the case came to the Su-
preme Court. Chief Justice John Marshall
ruled for a unanimous Court that President
Adams had exceeded his statutory authority.
Little v. Barreme, 6 U.S. (2 Cr.) 169 (1804).

The Neutrality Act of 1794 led to numerous
cases before the federal courts. In one of the
significant cases defining the power of Con-
gress to restrict presidential war actions, a
circuit court in 1806 reviewed the indictment
of an individual who claimed that his mili-
tary enterprise against Spain ‘‘was begun,
prepared, and set on foot with the knowledge
and approbation of the executive department
of the government.’’ United States v. Smith,
27 Fed. Cas. 1192, 1229 (C.C.N.Y. 1806) (No.
16,342). The court repudiated his claim that a
President could authorize military adven-
tures that violated congressional policy. Ex-
ecutive officials were not at liberty to waive
statutory provisions: ‘‘if a private individ-
ual, even with the knowledge and approba-
tion of this high and preeminent officer of
our government [the President], should set
on foot such a military expedition, how can
be expect to be exonerated from the obliga-
tion of the law?’’ The court said that the
President ‘‘cannot control the statute, nor
dispense with its execution, and still less can
he authorize a person to do what the law for-
bids. If he could, it would render the execu-
tion of the laws dependent on his will and
pleasure; which is a doctrine that has not
been set up, and will not meet with any sup-
porters in our government. In this particu-
lar, the law is paramount.’’ The President
could not direct a citizen to conduct a war
‘‘against a nation with whom the United
States are at peace.’’ Id. at 1230. The court
asked: ‘‘Does [the President] possess the
power of making war? That power is exclu-
sively vested in congress. . . . it is the exclu-
sive province of Congress to change a state
of peace in a state of war. Id.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 4(b)
OF RULE XI WITH RESPECT TO
SAME CONSIDERATION OF CER-
TAIN RESOLUTIONS

Mr. MCINNIS, from the Committee
on Rule, submitted a privilege report
(Rept. No. 104–453) on the resolution (H.
Res. 342) waiving a requirement of
clause 4(b) of rule XI with respect to
consideration of certain resolution re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE HON.
BARBARA JORDAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentlewoman from Texas
[Ms. JACKSON-LEE] is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, many fear the future, many
are distrustful of their leaders, and be-
lieve that their voices are never heard.
Many seek only to satisfy their private
work wants and to satisfy their private
interests. But this is the great danger
America faces, that we will cease to be
one Nation and become, instead, a col-
lection of interest groups, city against
suburb, region against region, individ-
ual against individual, each seeking to
satisfy private wants.

Mr. Speaker, if that happens, who
then will speak for America? Who then
will speak for America? What are those
of us who are elected public officials
supposed to do? I will tell you this, we
as public servants must set an example
for the rest of the Nation. It is hypo-
critical for the public official to ad-
monish and exhort the people to uphold
the common good if we are derelict in
upholding the common good. More is
required of public officials than slogans
and handshakes and press releases.
More is required. We must hold our-
selves strictly accountable. We must
provide the people with a vision of the
future.

Mr. Speaker, that was from Barbara
Jordan, 1976, at the Democrat Conven-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, last week we lost an
American hero. Barbara Jordan died
last week on Wednesday, January 17,
1996, a friend to many, a mentor, and
an icon. The late honorable Congress-
woman, Barbara Jordan, who not only
represented the 18th Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas that I am now privileged
to serve, was one of the first two Afri-
can-Americans from the South to be
elected to this august body since recon-
struction. She was a renaissance
woman, eloquent, fearless, and peerless
in her pursuit of justice and equality.
She exhorted all of us to strive for ex-
cellence, stand fast for justice and fair-
ness, and yield to no one in the matter
of defending this Constitution and up-
holding the most sacred principles of a
democratic government. To Barbara
Jordan, the Constitution was a very
profound document, one to be upheld.

The lady, Barbara Jordan, the first
black woman elected to the Texas Sen-
ate, was born February 21, 1936, the
daughter of Benjamin and Arlene Jor-
dan. The youngest daughter of a Bap-
tist minister, she lived with her two
sisters in the Lyons Avenue area of
Houston’s Fifth Ward. The church
played an important role in her life.
She joined the Good Hope Baptist
Church on August 15, 1953, under the
leadership of Rev. A.A. Lucas, graduat-
ing with honors from Houston’s Phyllis
Wheatley High School in the Houston
Independent School District.
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Ms. Jordan went on to Texas South-

ern University, where she majored in
government and history. While at
Texas Southern University, Barbara
Jordan was an active student and a
member of the debate team for 4 years,
and a member of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority. She got her tutelage under
Dr. Thomas Freeman, who gave her the
inspiration and certainly the training
to formulate both her words and her
tone, and to make her one of this
world’s greatest orators.

It was her involvement with the de-
bate team that began for her a series of
firsts that will become the hallmark of
her professional life. Ms. Jordan was a
member of the first debate team from a
black university to compete in the fo-
rensic tournament held annually at
Baylor College University in Texas. On
that occasion, she won first place in
junior oratory, one of many first place
trophies in a career as a debater. We
must remember at those times there
were not many black debate teams
from across the Nation competing in
integrated tournaments. This was a
first. Ms. Jordan was outstanding.

After graduating magna cum laude
from Texas Southern University in
1956, she received her law degree from
Boston University in 1959. This Con-
stitution became part of Barbara Jor-
dan’s life, and she carried it every-
where she went. We already knew Bar-
bara Jordan before the 1974 impeach-
ment hearings, but her undaunted
courage on that somber occasion
etched her name in our memories for-
ever.

Those of us who have been honored
by having the public place its trust in
us know the onerous burden and the
weight of passing a vote destined to
alter our history forever. We know
what it took for Barbara Jordan to say
‘‘yea, aye’’ when the House Committee
on the Judiciary roll was called on
July 30, 1974, and we are still admiring
her for it. That was the day we realized
that she was much more than the gild-
ed, persuasive voice that always held
sway when she spoke.

I remember her talking about this
momentous day and her participation
in the Watergate hearings. This young
woman, newly elected to Congress,
took these responsibilities extremely
seriously. She was concerned that peo-
ple across the country felt that this
Government was being undermined,
that we were in the throes of a poten-
tial revolution, that all would be lost.

Barbara Jordan, concerned about the
moment, the history, the impact, seri-
ously studied all of the Watergate
hearings in review, listened atten-
tively, and indicated to all of us that
she viewed this Constitution as a seri-
ous document and would not view it
and see it be diminished. She took this
role seriously, and she was concerned
that she speak in measured words and
tone, so those who might be looking
would still have faith in the Constitu-
tion and in this Government. It was the
honorable Barbara Jordan that calmed

the fears of most Americans, saying
that if she was there with her faith in
this Constitution, albeit that she had
not been included in this Constitution
as an African-American when it was
written, then they knew that all might
be well.

We realize that Barbara Jordan was a
tremendous moral force and was call-
ing upon all of us to account to our
conscience as a Nation. Her untimely
death leaves a great void in our na-
tional leadership, and she will be sorely
missed as we grapple with the great
moral issues of the day.

Barbara Jordan was a lawyer, legisla-
tor, scholar, author, and presidential
adviser. She was immensely gifted, and
used every bit of her talent and skill to
address, improve, and dignify the con-
ditions of human life. In the tradition
of Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther
King, and Thurgood Marshall, she chal-
lenged the Federal Government and the
American people to uphold the prin-
ciples set forth in the American Con-
stitution.

Congresswoman Jordan began her
public career as a Texas State Senator.
Might I say to you, she was a first
then, for there had never been an Afri-
can-American in the Texas Senate, and
she stood tall and proud. Her voice, al-
though eloquent and resonating
throughout the halls, was full of pas-
sion, and she felt compelled to rep-
resent those, the least of her sisters
and brothers, individuals who might
never have gone outside of the realm of
their neighborhood, who might not be
able to read or write, did not have a
job. She has spoken on behalf of small
businesses. She was very concerned
about civil rights, employment dis-
crimination, equality and justice, even
in the Texas Senate. She served her
country with great distinction as a
Member of Congress and chairwoman of
the U.S. Commission on Immigration
Reform. Her extraordinary impact on
our country will be felt for many gen-
erations.

She gained national prominence in
the 1970’s as a member of the House
Committee on the Judiciary during the
impeachment hearings of President
Richard Nixon. Again, her eloquent
statement regarding her faith in the
Constitution helped the Nation to
focus on the principle that all elected
officials, including the President of the
United States, must abide by the man-
dates of the Constitution.

During her tenure in Congress, Con-
gresswoman Barbara Jordan was a
leader on issues relating to voting
rights, consumer protection, energy,
and the environment. Might I add that
she was particularly forceful in includ-
ing language minorities in the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, which then covered
Texas, and also allowed for Hispanics
and others to be included so that they
would have equal justice under the law
as right, and have full participation in
this Nation, and a full part of this Con-
stitution.

Additionally, Congresswoman Jordan
played an active role in the Demo-

cratic Party. She served as a keynote
speaker at the 1976 and 1992 Democratic
National Conventions, and constantly
challenged the Democratic Party to be
a catalyst for progress and make the
American dream a reality for all Amer-
icans.

After retiring from Congress, Con-
gresswoman Jordan was appointed a
distinguished professor at the Lyndon
B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at
the University of Texas at Austin. This
position enabled her to have a major
influence on the next generation of
public officials. She impressed her stu-
dents with her intellect and ability to
inspire them to achieve excellence in
the classroom, and to be committed to
public service.

Mr. Speaker, Barbara Jordan was
buried on January 20, 1996. She was
buried at the Texas National Cemetery.
She was the first African-American in
the history of the national State ceme-
tery to be buried there, in her death a
first, but making a statement that she
was laid to rest among Texas heroes.
They benefited because an American
hero was laid to rest with them.

As I stood on the burial ground and
participated in that ceremony, it was
an overwhelming feeling, for it came to
me that we lost her too early. This was
reinforced when one of her students
came up to me, stood next to me and
said ‘‘I know you.’’ And I said ‘‘Yes?
And who are you?’’ ‘‘I’m a student. I
was taught by the honorable professor
Barbara Jordan.’’

I said ‘‘How interesting. You have a
great experience to cherish.’’ She said,
‘‘Yes, and in her classroom, she talked
a lot about you.’’ Both of us, touched
very much at that time, just stood and
embraced, for this was a woman who
was not afraid of sharing herself and
others, and she was not afraid of young
people. She loved them. She wanted to
give to them, and in them, she saw the
opportunity for love and caring and the
future.

Congresswoman Barbara Jordan
leaves the American people, particu-
larly Members of Congress, a powerful
legacy of commitment to freedom, in-
tegrity, government, and belief in
human progress. She also leaves and is
survived by her mother, Arlene Jordan,
her sisters, Bennie Jordan Chriswell,
Rosemary McGowan, brother-in-law,
John Wesley McGowan, aunt and uncle,
Mamie Reed Lee and Wilmer James
Lee, close friends, Nancy Earle, Angie
Taylor Morton, Muriel and Lee Dudley,
Evelyn and Walter Harrison, Lonnie
and Mary Elizabeth York, Robert and
Norma Jones, Anna, Lois, and Carl T.
Taylor, Billy Brown and Betty Thom-
as, Patsy Hurd, Jerry Earl, and Willie
Calhoun.

I would simply say to you that she
leaves throngs of others, hoping that
her words will continue on in our
hearts, but most importantly, in our
actions. She stated:

America’s mission was, and still is, to take
diversity and mold it into a cohesive and co-
herent whole that would espouse virtues and
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values essential to the maintenance of civil
order. There is nothing easy about that mis-
sion, but it is not Mission Impossible.

The Honorable Barbara Jordan.
Nothing was too hard for her to accept
as a challenge, and nothing was too
hard for her to overcome; a great
American. We lost her, but not her
words and her message.

I am delighted today to be joined by
the gentlewoman from North Carolina,
the Honorable EVA CLAYTON, who has
come from the great State of North
Carolina, in fact knows of the great
works of the Honorable Barbara Jor-
dan, and is likewise an African-Amer-
ican woman serving in the U.S. Con-
gress.

I yield to the gentlewoman from
North Carolina.

Mrs. CLAYTON. I want to thank the
gentlewoman from Texas for arranging
this special order, Mr. Speaker, and al-
lowing us to participate in it, and to
give honor to it.

Mr. Speaker, when I speak of free-
dom, fairness, justice, and equality—
words that compose the very founda-
tion of this democracy—I often quote
Barbara Jordan.

Barbara Jordan was more than a
leading figure, a great stateswoman,
and an oratorical genius. She was the
essence of leadership, the epitome of
statesmanship, and the embodiment of
oratory.

She believed in America, and the
principles underlying the creation of
this Nation. More importantly, she was
not afraid to fight for those principles
and to stand up for her beliefs. Perhaps
a speech she delivered in 1974, best cap-
tured her firmness and her fight. In dis-
cussing the meaning of the Constitu-
tion, she stated, ‘‘We, the people.’’ ‘‘It
is a very eloquent beginning.’’ ‘‘But
when that document was completed on
the 17th of September, in 1787, I was
not included in that ‘We the people.’ ’’

Barbara Jordan continued, ‘‘I felt
somehow for many years that George
Washington and Alexander Hamilton,
just left me out by mistake. But
through the process of amendment, in-
terpretation, and court decision, I have
finally been included in, ‘We the peo-
ple.’ ’’

All of us can imagine the penetrating
way she said those words. With a dis-
tinctive style, a commanding voice, in
clear, crisp language—there was only
one Barbara Jordan. When she spoke—
we listened—the world listened.

And, few interpreted the meaning of
the Constitution like Barbara Jordan.

It is for that reason that we acknowl-
edge the deep and wide abyss that has
been left by a death, too soon, at age
50, on January 17.

Her career of public service began in
service.

Never reluctant to do her part, in
1960, she addressed envelopes for the
Kennedy campaign.

Her special talents, however, were
soon recognized, and she was elected as
the first black woman in the Texas
State Legislature, and the first black

woman elected to Congress from the
South.

In many ways, Mr. Speaker, she
paved the way for me and for other Af-
rican-American women. It is also, in
many ways, ironic that Barbara Jor-
dan’s political interest was first
sparked by reflection on the deeds of
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
Today’s Republican Party often dis-
cusses its efforts in terms of revolution
and makes comparisons and contrasts
with the New Deal days of Roosevelt. It
is ironic because, it is said that, Bar-
bara Jordan’s grandfather never began
a meal without thanking God, ‘‘for
FDR and the Home Finance Adminis-
tration, which made this house pos-
sible.’’

Perhaps that early lesson gave her
the clear vision that, indeed, govern-
ment has a role in our lives. She left
Congress in 1978, to assume a teaching
position at the University of Texas—of
course, she was teaching all along. We
shall never forget the stirring keynote
addresses she gave at Democratic Con-
ventions 16 years apart, in 1976, and
again in 1992. What was remarkable
was that neither time, nor space, nor
distance had tarnished her devotion to
America’s fundamentals. ‘‘Won ’em
both,’’ she said.

The Watergate hearings may have
thrust Barbara Jordan across the na-
tional landscape. But, it was an unwav-
ering spirit, a daring dedication and an
unmatched commitment to this Nation
that made Barbara Jordan who she
was. It is because Barbara Jordan be-
lieved that there is a place for all in
America—young and old; black and
white; male and female; rich and poor.
And, it is because Barbara Jordan has
died that each of us must never stop in-
sisting upon that place. That is our
challenge.

The Statue of Liberty was closed dur-
ing the Government shutdowns—an in-
auspicious symbol of today’s America.
But, to the end, Barbara Jordan stood
fighting for fundamentals. As chair of
the U.S. Commission on Immigration
Reform, her most recent public service
post, she stated, ‘‘It was immigration
that taught us, it does not matter
where you came from, or who your par-
ents were. What counts is who you
are.’’ I shall continue to quote Barbara
Jordan.

The pearls of wisdom she shared with
us in life, live on through death. Free-
dom, fairness, justice, and equality—
We are far closer, today, than ever be-
fore, to those words which, too often,
are mere platitudes. And, we will con-
tinue to be closer, because the spirit of
Barbara Jordan lives.

b 1815
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.

Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
from North Carolina. I applaud and
agree with her words that only because
of her words and actions are we closer
to freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 30 seconds to my
good friend, the gentleman from Colo-
rado [Mr. MCINNIS].

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, first of
all, I would like to commend the gen-
tlewoman from Texas, as well as her
colleagues. I think if Barbara Jordan
were here, she would be proud of the
words spoken on her behalf by all of
my colleagues, and I commend that.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, reclaiming my time, it gives
me great honor to be able to yield time
to the Honorable LOUIS STOKES, who I
know that the Congresswoman enjoyed
many good years of service with. I
know of his commitment, but also his
friendship, and I know how much the
family appreciates him being here
today to honor the Honorable Barbara
Jordan, the senior member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, the Honor-
able LOUIS STOKES.

Mr. STOKES, Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding to me. I
want to express our appreciation on be-
half of all of us for her taking out this
special order this evening so that all of
us might pay tribute to this very great
American lady.

Mr. Speaker, we gather tonight to
pay tribute to the late Barbara Jordan,
an extraordinary individual and former
Member of the House. On January 17,
1996, the Nation mourned the passing of
this political giant and gifted orator.
During her lifetime, she served this Na-
tion with honor and dignity. We join
family members, friends and others
throughout the Nation in sorrow at her
passing. Barbara Jordan was a remark-
able American who will never be for-
gotten.

Some of us who are gathered here
today are fortunate to have served in
Congress with this great lady. And, as
I stand here today, I have many fond
special memories of my personal
friendship with her in this Chamber.
She frequently served in the capacity
of speaker, pro tempore during that pe-
riod. Whenever she was in the Chair,
the Manner in which she presided over
the entire House was a beauty to be-
hold. Her dignity and elegance was in
full bloom at those times.

Those of us who served with Barbara
Jordan came to love, admire and re-
spect her greatly. Not only was she a
knowledgeable legislator, but she was
also someone who was sincere and com-
passionate. Whatever she did or said,
she did or said with fervor. She also
had a great sense of time. She re-
spected the time of others, and she de-
manded that you respect her time.

Barbara Jordan set a standard of ex-
cellence and integrity which will re-
main as a legacy forever. She was a
tireless advocate for those who had no
voice in the congressional delibera-
tions. She was also a champion of jus-
tice and a staunch defender of the Con-
stitution.

A graduate of Boston University Law
School, Barbara Jordan was one of
American politics’ pioneer black
women. She began her political rise in
1966, when she was to the Texas State
Senate, becoming the first African-
American elected to that legislative
body.
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In 1972, Barbara Jordan again made

history when she and Andy Young be-
came the first African-Americans from
the South to be elected to Congress
since reconstruction. Congress found in
Barbara Jordan, a lawmaker of the
highest caliber and integrity.

Mr. Speaker, we recall the eloquence
of Barbara Jordan in 1974, as Congress
debated the possible impeachment of
the President of the United States.
During the Judiciary Committee delib-
erations, she stirred the national con-
science when she declared, ‘‘My faith in
the Constitution is whole, it is com-
plete, it is total, and I am not going to
sit here and be an idle spectator to the
diminution, the subversion, and the de-
struction of the Constitution.’’

Barbara Jordan was also held in high
esteem by the leaders in the White
House. On two occasions, in 1976, and
again in 1992, she was selected to de-
liver keynote speeches at party con-
ventions. And, in 1994, we applauded as
Barbara Jordan received the Nation’s
highest honor, the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, from President Clinton. It
represented a fitting tribute to a dis-
tinguished American.

Mr. Speaker, Barbara Jordan was a
giant in the legal profession and one of
America’s greatest constitutional au-
thorities. Her eloquent voice, impec-
cable integrity, and legal scholarship,
elevated her to the top of the legal and
political profession. She will be greatly
missed. I and others in this Chamber
bid her fair farewell with gratitude for
the opportunity to have known her
during her distinguished lifetime. I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding to
me.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank
the honorable Congressperson LOU
STOKES, for his eloquence and his rec-
ognition that this Congresswoman,
Barbara Jordan, was good at her work.
She was a good legislator. She was a
legal scholar, and she took her work
very seriously. In so doing, she made us
proud and she upheld the Constitution.
I thank my colleague for sharing with
us and, of course, for being her friend.

It gives me great pleasure now to
yield to her colleague who served with
her in that momentous time as a mem-
ber of the House Committee on the Ju-
diciary in 1974. He remains a stellar
Member of this body. He is, in fact, a
senior member of Ways and Means, and
I personally could see the anguish in
his face as we funeralized this great
lady. I welcome to the well the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. RANGEL].

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, let me
first thank the gentlewoman for taking
the time out to give us a chance to pay
honor to this great lady, a lady indeed
of America and the world. My col-
leagues may not have known Mo Udall,
but Mo was a beloved Member of this
House, and before he left, once in the
middle of the night, when the House
was crowded and everyone wanted to
go home, Mo came to the well of this
House of Representatives and said, all
that has to be said about this bill has

already been said. And the House just
burst out with deep appreciation. But
then he added, but not everyone has
said it.

I think when we talk about a great
person and personality like Barbara
Jordan, that once again we find our-
selves in the position that most things
have already been said. So I thought
what could I add, and then that made
me think more about Barbara. We sat
together on that Committee on the Ju-
diciary, as the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. STOKES] pointed out, side by side
for the many weeks and months to de-
termine and to deliberate whether or
not the acts of the President of the
United States, then President Nixon,
had warranted us on the Committee on
the Judiciary in voting for articles of
impeachment, which, as everyone
knows, means that it amounted to an
indictment and a trial would later be
had in the Senate.

Barbara was always more than ade-
quately prepared to hear the testi-
mony, to ask the appropriate question,
and you would think that she was chief
counsel of the committee if it was de-
pendent on the quality of her prepara-
tion. But while some of us, especially
those of us who have been former pros-
ecutors, were framing the question in
terms of trying to get the answers that
we were probing for, I noticed that
most of her questions were not to de-
termine whether or not President
Nixon had committed any wrongdoing,
but whether or not the Members of the
House were prepared to distort that
Constitution in order to achieve a po-
litical goal, as some may think is going
on now in the Senate.

b 1830

Some have said that Barbara was not
one to take fools lightly. And sitting
next to her, I certainly did not intend
to joke with her about the serious task
that she had taken on. But as we had
seen so many people tear apart the law
as we would know it, she was there to
defend the system to make certain it
would be there for someone who needed
the protection and the cloak of inno-
cence of our Constitution.

But most of the time that I raised
these questions to her, she would dis-
miss me, having already made up her
mind, by saying, ‘‘There you go,
Charles, up to mischief again.’’

And so why would I be any different
tonight when I loved Barbara then and
love her now and miss her now? And if
there was anything that I would want
her to say to me, it would be, ‘‘There
you go again, Charles,’’ with a smile on
her face, ‘‘up to mischief again.’’

And I would be up to mischief to-
night to say that this gracious lady
will always be remembered in this
country as a great American, as she
should be.

She also will be remembered as one
who wore the flag and the Constitution
so close to her heart as if to say that
she will take the stones and the ar-
rows, but do not touch her precious

Constitution. And as oft cited, re-
ported, she would say that even those
that knew that people like she were
treated as chattel and property when
the Constitution was written, she
would dismiss it and say, it was a mis-
take and she is there to correct it.

But, Congresswoman LEE, the thing
has to remain now that she is gone and
invested her time, her energy, her elo-
quence in protecting that Constitution,
will the United States of America and
those who loved and cherished her
allow that Constitution to be broad
enough now to give the protection for
the people that she loved the most, the
people from the poverty-stricken rural
areas where she came from that cannot
rise to her height in physical, intellec-
tual, or oracle skills?

Would those that pay tribute to her
be prepared to say that she never ac-
cused them of racism, she never wore
her sex or her race on her sleeve. She
said, this country was rich enough,
broad enough, cared enough that she
did not have to say those things, it
would work its way out.

At the funeral, so many said that
Barbara is not gone, that she lives with
us, and this means what she stood for
lives with us.

If that is so, why does this Chamber
look more like a Congressional Black
Caucus meeting than a lady who con-
cerned herself about the Congress only
because it was part of the Constitu-
tion? When the President of the United
States and the leader of the free world
goes to Texas to pay tribute, is that
not a sign that everybody, especially
those in Texas, white or black, Mexi-
can or nutmeg Jew, Gentile, Catholic,
Protestant, should be there, because
Barbara was not making mischief, she
was making history to say that you do
not have to make mischief to achieve?
And she proved that it could be done,
and she did in fact do it.

I do hope that when Barbara is re-
membered, that she is not thrown into
the category of mischiefmakers, be-
cause they have a way of saying you
pushed a little too hard, you were not
sensitive to our political problems, or
that sooner or later you would get all
of the things that you are entitled to
under the Constitution, because Bar-
bara did not take issue with that. She
knew it would work out.

I say in tribute to Barbara Jordan,
this great American, why can everyone
who loved her not take a page out of
that book, and whether they come
from Texas, they are a politician, a
Member of Congress, whether they are
black, whether they are a woman, re-
member that she gave everything she
had to protect that parchment, and she
did not just protect it for those people
who look like her. She was protecting
it for everybody in this country, even
former President Richard Nixon.

If she could care that much to give
up political objectives in order to pro-
tect this paper, why can every Amer-
ican who expects that paper to be there
for them and their grandchildren not
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do a little something that Barbara
would want them to do? Be less politi-
cal, less partisan, less mean-spirited,
and be more American, be more caring,
be more what the forefathers wanted,
and, that is, to work together, to live
together, to make this a better coun-
try, more productive, and spend our en-
ergy and time in getting rid of poverty
and disease instead of building up ha-
tred and causing confrontations.

I tell the Congresswoman, in my
humble opinion, she liked people to
make mischief, but she did not believe
that everyone had to do it the same
way.

So why do we not pay tribute to her
and do it Barbara’s way, and, that is,
to make certain that no matter where
we come from, if we find someone that
looks like Barbara, that may not be
able to walk like Barbara, that may
not be able to speak like Barbara, may
not be able to command the presence
that Barbara had for all of us, to re-
member she, too, he, too, they deserve
the protection of this great document
that she died with, held closely to her
bosom.

That is the tribute that I think that
you pay to an American. And that is
the tribute that we should have all
over America, not just in Houston, not
just in Austin, not just here, not just
with the Congressional Black Caucus,
not just with the President of the Unit-
ed States but with every child in every
valley regardless of complexion or reli-
gion to say, what a great person and
how wonderful it was that America had
such a wonderful defender.

I thank the gentlewoman from Texas.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank

the gentleman. If he would just for a
moment, you have raised a very solemn
challenge. And for fear of anyone per-
ceiving politics being involved, let me
add that Barbara would always tell us
in Texas that she did not fear being
called a politician. She just wanted to
be a good politician. And because we
are where we are today, am I under-
standing the gentleman from New York
to suggest that we in this great body
today, in this era, in 1996, in the midst
of our own discussions, might take a
page from the life of this legacy, this
American hero, about bringing inter-
ests together, diverse interests, about
working for the common good, about
the understanding that the Constitu-
tion and the whole American people
are more important than the singular?

Am I understanding the gentleman
almost instructing through her life
that we might take that page, or 10
pages, out of that book and maybe in
weeks and months to come, we would
see our way clear to follow a cohesive
pattern to work for all of America?

Mr. RANGEL. Dear gentlewoman,
you have well described our Barbara
Jordan and in doing so you described
our Constitution and our great Repub-
lic.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank
the gentleman.

Let me also appreciate my colleague
and certainly in her own right a fight-

er, an advocate for equal rights and
equal justice, a legal scholar herself
and now the honorable Delegate from
the District of Columbia. But as we all
applaud and believe, equal under the
law, and we are advocating that for her
constituents and we applaud her work
on their behalf, and she has come now
to honor Barbara Jordan, the Honor-
able ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON of the
District of Columbia.

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentle-
woman from Texas for her kind re-
marks, and I thank her even more for
her leadership in taking out this spe-
cial order.

May I say to the gentlewoman that I
think that Members of this body would
agree with me that even as a freshman,
she is proving herself a worthy succes-
sor of Barbara Jordan.

Barbara Jordan was a great Amer-
ican. I intend for my few minutes to be
devoted to proving that proposition.

Her presence was so awesome that
she is likely to be remembered more
for her voice and her style than for her
substance. That would be just too bad.

For in this world it is not how you
say what you have to say, it is indeed
what you have to say. And if you have
nothing to say, the most resonant
voice should do you no good.

Why is it that when Barbara Jordan
spoke, everybody listened? Was it real-
ly a matter of style? I submit that it
was a matter of substance. To be sure,
amplified by a very original and very
forceful style. But I hope that we lis-
tened to what Barbara Jordan had to
say, for here was a woman who had
something to say.

We are inclined to look at our leaders
in surface ways, especially in the age of
television and demonstrations. I think
of King and Malcolm. King is remem-
bered today, for example, as the mili-
tant leader for equality and God knows
he was that and perhaps that first and
foremost. But if we look deeper into his
life, there are parts of his life that have
fallen back, because we look at the sur-
face, we remember the obvious. We do
not remember King the intellectual,
King the advocate of racial harmony,
King the pacifist, King the man who
was extremely modest and self-effac-
ing. We remember the marches, we re-
member the speeches. It is important
to remember a person’s whole life.

I want us to remember Barbara Jor-
dan’s whole life, not just her presence.

In the same way, I chuckle at the
way people remember Malcolm X. Be-
cause I think most Americans remem-
ber Malcolm X as a militant black na-
tionalist. I believe Malcolm would
want you to remember him as he was
at the end of his life, when he had re-
nounced black racism along with white
racism, when he had renounced anti-
Semitism, and frankly almost all of his
prior life, when he went to Mecca and
came back and said, ‘‘I believe in the
brotherhood’’—and sisterhood, I think
he would have had it. What I find awe-
some about Malcolm is his capacity to
grow and change and learn and lead
even if it meant his life.

Similarly, Barbara Jordan was not
some bold, big-talking black woman
who brought us a message of equality.
She was that and she was so much
more than that.

her Watergate remarks are, of
course, most remembered, the famous
lines ‘‘We the people,’’ ‘‘My faith in the
Constitution is whole, it is complete, it
is total.’’ Those are not lines often spo-
ken by many African-Americans.

And she spoke them not just because
she believed she lived in a perfect de-
mocracy. She believed just the oppo-
site. In that very speech, she began by
saying, words to the effect, ‘‘I guess we
can say We The People because now
they have included me in We The Peo-
ple. They certainly didn’t mean me
when we started out.’’

Then she said, ‘‘By virtue of amend-
ment, I too am now part of We The
People.’’ And in effect what she was
saying was it took this Constitution a
long time to get around to including
me in We The People, I feel a special
obligation to protect the Constitution,
and I am not about to let it be sub-
verted by the actions of even a Presi-
dent of the United States like Richard
Nixon.

b 1845

Her faith in the Constitution was
total, because she had seen the evo-
lution to include people like herself,
and thus she believed that the country
would reach its highest ideals and de-
voted much of her life talking in that
idealistic fashion.

Of course, Barbara Jordan was an ad-
vocate for the downtrodden in the tra-
dition of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus. The gentleman from New York
will be the first to tell you, she was
there on all of those principles. But, as
he said, people go at it in different
ways, and she had her own special way.

What I will most remember about
Barbara Jordan is fearless leadership.
This sense of integrity made her rise
above the political moment and made
her whatever the political lashes on
the shores might have been, made her
true to whatever were her principles.

Here is a woman that deeply believed
in equality across all racial lines and
believed she ought to speak to her own
people who were black and beyond.

Now, many African-Americans do not
believe they should speak beyond, be-
cause it is very hard for them to get
beyond. Life has been very difficult. So
then, perhaps even more now, people
speak out of their own experience and
do not speak to the larger American
experience.

Here is a woman that knew she had
the capacity to do it, and felt it her ob-
ligation to do it. This capacity to lead
is very important, because it means
you can say difficult things. People
will listen to you and they will be ac-
cepted.

About the easiest thing for me to say
in my district, and I think it would
probably be the case in the district of
the gentlewoman from Texas now and
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then, would be to talk about equality
and to talk about the things that,
frankly, I love to talk about. I love to
talk about how black is beautiful and I
love to talk about black pride. But
there are more difficult things to talk
about then and now which really relate
to the lines that are being drawn so
that we increasingly live in isolated
worlds.

Look, we can do that. We can do
that. But if we do that enough, we are
courting danger.

When I looked at her words, I see a
constant theme running through every-
thing she said and everything she
wrote. It was that here is this black
woman, over and over again she said
we are all one people. Do not succumb
to balkanization and polarization. It is
the worst, not the best in America. We
have helped America find their way out
of this. Do not do it.

She was speaking against the grain
of the time, and she continued to speak
to that theme to the end of her life. On
National Public Radio I heard her
words most recently spoken in which
she said she was astonished at racial
separation, segregation, polarization.
Much of it she said was self-imposed.
Here was Barbara Jordan speaking at
the end of her life in ways that almost
no black Americans are speaking
today.

I pulled out her remarks from the
Democratic Convention in 1992, and let
me read a few sentences. Here is Bar-
bara Jordan. Here is how she will be re-
membered by her country.

We are one. We are Americans, and we re-
ject any intruder who seeks to divide us by
race or class. We honor cultural identity.
However, separatism is not allowed. Separat-
ism is not the American way, and we should
not permit ideas like political correctness to
become some fad that could reverse our hard
won achievements in civil rights and human
rights.

The fact is Barbara Jordan had the
moral authority to say that, without
appearing to be any less committed to
equality and to the beauty of black-
ness. She had the capacity to be a
teacher, and she insisted upon teach-
ing, she insisted upon leading, she
would not simply go with the crowd.
That is the kind of leadership we need
today in a country where we see less
and less of the sense of community,
more and more of the sense of I have
got mine, you ought to get out there
and get yours, less and less of a sense
that we are all one big insurance pol-
icy. An insurance policy is a vehicle
where we are all in it and some of us
need it sometimes and some of us never
need it. If we are not that kind of com-
munity, if we are not that kind of fed-
eration, then we are not living in the
tradition of Barbara Jordan.

Yes, I feel a special debt to Barbara
Jordan as an American black woman in
political life. But her debtors are far
greater. She was a political pioneer
who never stopped changing our coun-
try for the better. She was never cyni-
cal about her country, and she inspired
those who were to reach above the low

point of Watergate that they could in-
deed reach to the ideals that her coun-
try had yet to reach.

Her remarks at the Watergate hear-
ings, by far her most memorable, will,
I think, be remembered by history pre-
cisely because of the skillful blend of
criticism and idealism. They were both
in that speech.

Barbara Jordan was both a pioneer
and a political mentor to thousands of
women. She encouraged by example to
engage in politics at every level.
Through her commanding presence, she
taught women, especially black
women, that they could take charge.
Active until the end of her productive
and fruitful life, Barbara Jordan never
stopped leading. She never stopped
serving. We will not stop remembering.

I thank the gentlewoman.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank

the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia. Might I just say something,
as I indicated to the gentleman from
New York: You taught, as many of us
are aware. The last years of the con-
gresswoman’s life was spent as a pro-
fessor. Many asked me many times as I
traveled around the country, ‘‘How is
Barbara? Where is she?’’

She was fine. She was absolutely en-
joying what she was doing, which was
being able to create in reality for stu-
dents, young people, what the Con-
stitution meant. Many of her friends
remember her fondly as B.J., and some
of the students, more brave than oth-
ers, called her that as well.

But you are so right about what she
meant to us, how she stood. In her first
congressional campaign she said
‘‘Many blacks are militant in their
guts, but they act it out in different
ways.’’ She was that kind of person. I
will not say woman or African-Amer-
ican.

She clearly frustrated a lot of the
groups, women, minorities, African-
Americans, liberals. And I remember
that voice saying, ‘‘I do not want to be
a symbol for anything.’’ Harsh? I think
not. It was simply what the gentle-
woman said. She had a view of this
country, and if there was something
right to do, B.J. would be there doing
it rightly under the Constitution.

I think we can be so gratified that
that kind of person lived, and in fact
that she was true to her values to the
very end.

I see the gentleman from Connecti-
cut, and I would be happy to yield a
moment to my friend from Connecti-
cut, Mr. SHAYS.

Mr. SHAYS. It would be just a mo-
ment. I found myself walking through
this Chamber and being captivated by
your discussion of an extraordinarily
great woman. I have found the most
patriotic people in our black churches,
and it always amazed me how the Afri-
can-American community could be so
patriotic, given the heritage that
brought them to this magnificent
country. And Barbara Jordan gave me
more pride in our country than I think
almost anyone else.

You talk about what an extraor-
dinary leader. I consider her an ex-
traordinary teacher. I remember her in
my early days, watching her as a new
Member, and I was astounded by this
woman.

Now, I know the gentlewoman from
Texas is from Texas, but people from
Texas are different than anywhere else.
Finding this black Texan talking, I was
not first sure if she was a Texan first,
or someone speaking for the black
community first, or just someone
speaking as a true American.

I resolved my question mark. She
was just a true American patriot who
wanted to teach this American commu-
nity a lot, and in the process she
taught herself a lot. We learned so
much from seeing her life. Her death is
a tremendous loss.

I just would conclude by saying to
you, sometimes people say who would
you have most liked to meet? Who
would you most like to sit down with
and just have a wonderful conversa-
tion?

They are not actors, and I thought
they are really not politicians. I re-
member a few people I would have
liked to have had a discussion with.
And when I learned that Barbara Jor-
dan had passed away, I thought that
was the woman, that was the person, I
should have answered, because, boy, I
would have loved to have sat down
with her, like many of you have for
many discussions, and just had that
precious opportunity to talk with a
great, great, great American.

I thank you for letting me partici-
pate in this. I have been listening, and
I have been captivated by what you all
have been saying. CHARLIE, you always
get me. So thank you for letting me
participate and express my tremendous
admiration for this great American.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. You are
very kind for your words. Clearly, you
might have been asking me the ques-
tion of what was the intonation or the
accent that the Congresswoman
seemed to exhibit.

I will tell you she was most proud of
the fact that she debated the Harvard
debate team and brought them to a
draw. I think maybe she might have
brought a bit of that tone from Boston
University, but she was most proud she
put Harvard in a draw, and she said
‘‘That is a win.’’ Maybe that is when
she adopted that intonation from the
New England States.

Clearly she was a person who had a
sense of humor. She had a deep belly
laugh, as many said at the memorial
service at Texas Southern University
on Sunday. She clearly had a purpose.
I am glad to hear you offer your admi-
ration for her.

I will add one point, as I bring the
chairman of the Black Caucus to also
commemorate and honor her, she said
something quite humorous. We were in
the midst, Congressman RANGEL, of
waiting on the Supreme Court’s deter-
mination about these redistricts or dis-
tricting. One of those seats happens to
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be one that the Senator Barbara Jor-
dan drew. It is the 18th Congressional
District. She was proud to say that she
knew the law and she drew it within
the law; and she drew it not to exclude,
but to include.

I would think if we just carried that
message forward, we would settle all
these lawsuits, because no one could
deny anyone being included. She did it
with the aplomb and the humor, but as
well the points that you have offered as
points of admiration.

So I think she is a national hero for
all of us, no matter what walk of life
we came from, no matter if we were in
the suburbs or urban centers. She also
deflected anyone saying she was from a
black ghetto. She said, ‘‘When we grew
up, we did not know we were poor and
we didn’t act like it.’’ That is a chal-
lenge for our young people today in
this country.

So I appreciate you being here.
Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

honor of Barbara Jordan, our distinguished
colleague who recently passed. I had the privi-
lege to serve with her in this body, and on the
Judiciary and Government Operations Com-
mittees. The 6 years we served together gave
me the fortunate opportunity to work with a
true leader. I also want to thank the distin-
guished gentlewoman from Texas, Ms. SHEILA
JACKSON-LEE, for calling this important special
order.

Barbara Jordan was one of the few Mem-
bers of Congress whose influence was felt
from the moment she arrived. Her powerful in-
tellect and her logical approach to the legisla-
tive process made her formidable throughout
her career. It is easy for me to remember that
she influenced my decisions more frequently
than I hers. I know many of my colleagues
here tonight would agree with that statement.

In addition to her incredible gift of oratory,
she carefully reasoned her way through the
end to what Government policy might best be
for our country. Barbara dedicated her career
to fighting for those who couldn’t fight for
themselves. As the first African-American
woman elected from the South in the 20th
century, she worked hard to continue the Fed-
eral protection of civil rights. She worked to
improve the Voting Rights Act of 1965 by ex-
tending its merits to Hispanic-Americans, na-
tive Americans, and Asian-Americans. She
was also the author of the Consumer Goods
Pricing Act of 1975.

Many will remember Barbara Jordan from
her role in the Watergate hearings. Barbara’s
remarkable oratory, her passion for the Con-
stitution and public service, and her commit-
ment to the democratic processes helped
guide the Nation during some of our most
troubling and soul-searching days. She was a
critical figure at a pivotal time for our Nation
and for the House. She helped us see the way
through a turbulent time.

We cannot forget that Barbara Jordan was
the first African-American and the first woman
to serve as a keynote speaker at a Demo-
cratic National Convention when she spoke in
1976. She served as a keynote speaker again
in New York at the 1992 Democratic Conven-
tion. Her words helped remind us, both times,
why we were Democrats and what we needed
to do to fulfill our commitment to working
Americans.

I will never forget Barbara Jordan. She did
everything with unlimited passion and commit-
ment and was one of the most thoughtful
Members of Congress I have ever worked
with. She touched the lives of thousands of
Americans, and was a wonderful source of
strength to everyone that met her.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute
to my dear departed friend and former col-
league, the Honorable Barbara Jordan.

Barbara will be remembered as a vibrant,
dynamic force for good who touched our lives
in a special way. Her sense of common de-
cency and search for simple justice was heard
everywhere she went and felt by the millions
she met. Her overpowering self consumed our
minds, our inner thoughts, and our con-
sciences, and indeed inspired us onward and
upward.

Many who did not know Barbara, as some
of us in Congress, will say that the world will
never be the same without her. But I must ad-
monish them that the world is not the same
because of Barbara. She truly was a person
who did make a difference.

The Congressional Black Caucus honored
Barbara Jordan for her devoted service in
1978. I had the privilege of paying tribute to
her at the CBC Eighth Annual Awards Dinner.
In my salute, I said:

Tonight the Congressional Black Caucus
presents its Special Awards to two outstand-
ing members of our organization. My privi-
lege, indeed my honor, is to acknowledge the
contributions of one of them, Barbara Jor-
dan. Barbara Jordan has been to the Con-
gressional Black Caucus what Hubert Hum-
phrey was to the Democratic Farmer’s Labor
Party in Minnesota, what Susan B. Anthony
was to the suffrage movement, what Jackie
Robinson was to baseball, what Sojourner
Truth was to early freedom fighters. She has
been our guiding light, our trailblazer.

Barbara is what the E.F. Hutton commer-
cial says—when she speaks, people listen.
They listen not only in the halls of Congress
and the inner sanctums of the Oval Office,
but also in the towns and hamlets of Amer-
ica. They listen in the cities and the urban
areas. They listen in the corporate board
rooms and the living rooms. But even more
important, they listen in the school rooms
and the pool rooms. And what they hear is a
beautiful black woman with pathos and pas-
sion, brilliantly articulating the omens of
ill-fated clouds which hang so ominously
over Western culture. They hear a voice so
powerful, so awesome, so imposing that it
cannot not be ignored and will never be si-
lenced. What they hear is a voice verbalizing
the hopes, frustrations, aspirations of mil-
lions who have no way themselves to effec-
tively communicate with those who dictate
the social, political and economic order.

Barbara Jordan is Barbara Jordan because
she refused to let modesty prevail over
truth, because she has refused to accept this
nation as it is, because she has demanded it
become what it ought to be.

In the words of Marvin Gaye, Barbara is
devoted to an idea of ‘‘saving the children
and saving a world destined to die.’’ In the
words of Gladys Knight, Barbara is the ‘‘best
thing that ever happened’’ to the Black Cau-
cus. In the words of the Commodores, Bar-
bara is ‘‘once, twice, three times a lady.’’

Tonight, we, the members of the CBC,
proudly recognize a person who carved a
niche in the hearts of the American public
by her probing, penetrating questions during
the impeachment hearings, a person who lift-
ed the hearts of those Americans with her
sterling oratory at the Democratic National
Convention. Tonight, we pay homage to the

drum majorette of justice and equality, the
Black Rose of Texas, Barbara Jordan.

A young girl lying on her death bed wrote a
testimonial to her mother. She said, ‘‘Try as
we may, we cannot number our days. The
best that we all can do as children of God is
do our part to fill our days with things that
count.’’ Barbara, in that short interval between
birth and death, filled those days with things
that counted.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I am honored now to be able
to yield to the distinguished gentleman
from New Jersey, someone who in his
own political career certainly has ex-
uded the principles of the late Barbara
Jordan, and that is the chairperson of
the Black Caucus, DONALD PAYNE.

Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding. Let me
commend the gentlewoman from Texas
for bringing this special order tonight,
and also to say that your leadership
here in your year in the House is, I
think, something in the tradition of
Barbara Jordan. I know those are big
shoes to fill, but you have brought a
great deal of dignity and self-respect, a
great deal of knowledge into our
House, and you should be commended
for that.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, I am very
pleased to participate in this special
order, to join in this tribute to a very
extraordinary American, whose service
here in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives earned her a national reputation,
the Honorable Barbara Jordan.

b 1900

A graduate of Boston University’s
school of law, Ms. Jordan served as ad-
ministrative assistant to Harris Coun-
ty Judge Bill Elliot in the early 1960’s.
In 1966, she made history through her
election as the first African-American
since 1883 to serve in the Texas Senate
and did an outstanding, credible job
there. After winning reelection to that
office, she achieved another historical
first for the State of Texas in 1972,
when she captured the seat to serve in
the 18th District of Texas in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

Although she was a newcomer, a
freshman, a Member of the House of
Representatives during the tumultuous
93d Congress when the Watergate scan-
dal unfolded, as you heard earlier, she
gained national reputation and respect
through her eloquent performance dur-
ing the House Committee on the Judi-
ciary impeachment hearings, which
was chaired by my predecessor, Peter
Rodino.

Peter Rodino used to talk many
hours about the Watergate investiga-
tion, but any time he would lecture
about Watergate. He is currently a pro-
fessor at the Seton Hall School of Jus-
tice, the law school in Newark that is
named after him, the Peter Rodino
School of Social Justice.

He would talk about Barbara Jordan
and her interpretation of the Constitu-
tion, her eloquence, the way when she
spoke everyone listened, and I felt that
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I knew Barbara personally because of
Congressman Rodino and his experi-
ence there with her.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I know that my time is end-
ing, and I am interested in the gen-
tleman having the opportunity to con-
clude his remarks, and I would ask the
gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
WELDON, my dear friend, as his hour be-
gins, might he yield a few minutes for
Chairman PAYNE to conclude and for
me to conclude with one or two sen-
tences?
f

RECENT VISIT TO RUSSIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. WELDON] is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I am happy to yield such time
as our friend may consume for the pur-
pose of continuing his remarks.

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA JORDAN

Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Thank
you very much, and I will be brief.

Representative Jordan’s passion for a
more just world was unsurpassed. She
confirmed her vision in support of civil
rights laws that would make our soci-
ety a more equitable society. In June
of 1975, when the House was extending
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 for 10 ad-
ditional years, she sponsored that leg-
islation that broadened the group that
would include Hispanic-Americans,
Asian-Americans, and native Ameri-
cans. In 1976 she was the first woman
and the first African-American to de-
liver a keynote address at the Demo-
cratic national convention.

She left the Congress to pursue her
teaching career as a professor at the
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public
Affairs at the University of Texas in
Austin to teach and to work with stu-
dents, young people whom she loved.

Barbara Jordan will be remembered
as a tower of strength whose
unshakable strength saw us through a
national crisis. She will forever remain
a shining example of integrity, of cour-
age in public service.

I know that my colleagues join me in
extending our condolences to her fam-
ily and her friends. No doubt it is some
comfort to know that future genera-
tions will continue to draw on the in-
spiration from her remarkable life and
work.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
allow Members to have 5 days to revise
and extend, and I thank the gentleman
from Pennsylvania [Mr. WELDON] for
allowing us to honor this great Amer-
ican and great lady.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I was very happy to yield to
our good friends in continuing the spe-
cial order in honor of one of the Na-
tion’s great leaders. I join with them,
as a Member of the Republican Party,
in paying tribute to the late Barbara

Jordan for all the fine work she did,
not just on behalf of the constituents
that she represented in Texas, but for
people all over this country who had
the highest respect for her leadership
in this Congress and after she left this
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, my special order this
evening is going to focus on a recent
trip that I took last week to the former
Soviet Union, to Russia, to talk about
events that unfolded there; some spe-
cial initiatives that I was able to con-
vey to the new speaker of the Russian
Duma, and to an assessment of what is
happening politically inside of Russia.

Mr. Speaker, earlier today I was on
the House floor in a very emotional
speech discussing the recent efforts by
the Committee on National Security to
remove National Missile Defense con-
siderations from our defense authoriza-
tion bill. As the chairman of the re-
search and development subcommittee,
I fought hard to include language in
that bill originally, that was vetoed by
President Clinton, that would have al-
lowed this country to move forward in
terms of developing an allowable mis-
sile defense capability similar to that
the Russians already had under the
ABM treaty. Unfortunately, and I
think largely because of misinforma-
tion, we were never able to accomplish
that, and had to pull that section from
the bill.

In my discussions, I talked about
some of the problems that exist be-
tween our country and Russia. With
that in mind, I rise tonight, Mr. Speak-
er, to talk about a recent trip and the
broader efforts that I have undertaken
to build a base, a foundation, if you
will, between the people of Russia, be-
tween members of the Duma and the
Federation Counsel in Russia and
Members of this Congress.

Mr. Speaker, my interest in Russia
goes back to my college days where my
undergraduate degree is in Russian
studies. Twenty years ago, I spoke the
language fluently and studied the cul-
ture, the people, the history, the gov-
ernment, and all the various aspects of
Russian society. My language skills are
not so competent today, but I can still
communicate fairly well with Russian
leaders.

Over the past 20 years, I have been
able to host a number of visiting Rus-
sians on trips to this country, and I
have had the opportunity to travel to
the former Soviet Union, and Russia in
particular, on six or seven occasions.

During my tenure in Congress, Mr.
Speaker, as a member of the Commit-
tee on National Security, I would char-
acterize myself as a hard-liner when it
comes to military and foreign policy
relations with the former Soviet
Union, now Russia. However, I take
great pride in the efforts to reach out
and establish a solid base of under-
standing and a cooperative effort at
working with the Russians to achieve
the common objective of stability for
the people of Russia and the surround-
ing former Soviet republics.

As a matter of fact, 3 years ago Con-
gressman GREG LAUGHLIN, then a Dem-
ocrat, and I formed the FSU American
Energy Caucus. The purpose of this
caucus is to foster improved relations
in our Congress, we well as in the Rus-
sian Duma, to support joint venture
agreements with American energy
companies wanting to do business in
the former Soviet States.

Over the past 3 years, we have
worked with the major energy corpora-
tions and have helped complete agree-
ments on both Sakhalin I and Sakhalin
II, the two largest energy deals in the
history of the world that are currently
underway in the area around Sakhalin
Island in Eastern Siberia in Russia.
Those two projects, along with
Sakhalin III which is now under nego-
tiations, will see between 50 and 70 bil-
lion dollars worth of western invest-
ment go into Russia to help them de-
velop the one resource that they have
significant amounts of, and that is
their energy resources.

Mr. Speaker, these deals are not just
good for Russia in helping them bring
in the hard currency they need and cre-
ate jobs they need and helps them sta-
bilize their economy, but it is also good
for America. It reduces our dependency
on Middle Eastern crude and allows us
to create joint ventures to obtain new
sources of energy that we can use in
this Nation.

The energy caucus has also allowed
us to form direct ties with elected
members of the Russian Duma as well
as elected parliamentarians in the
other energy-rich republics, namely
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan and
Tajikistan and some of the other re-
publics where there are valuable en-
ergy resources.

Two years ago, in an effort to reach
out to the Russians on another issue, I
joined the GLOBE, Global Legislators
for a Balanced Environment to focus
on energy initiatives with the elected
leaders inside of Russia to show that
we can work together for common en-
vironmental problems.

In fact, we have focused particularly
on our concerns relative to the practice
of the Russians over the past 30 years
of dumping their nuclear wastes in the
Arctic ocean, the sea of Japan, the Ber-
ing Sea, and other coastal waters that
border various parts of Russia and the
former Soviet States.

To that end, Mr. Speaker, GLOBE
has established a working group, which
I chair, on the oceans involving legisla-
tors from the Russian Duma, the Japa-
nese Diet, and the European Par-
liament. We meet on average twice a
year and look to find ways that we can
work together, again, on environ-
mental issues, but again bringing elect-
ed parliamentarians together so that
we can establish a base of understand-
ing and cooperation that can help us
deal with some of the more difficult is-
sues that confront our two nations.

Just last spring, a group of Russian
Duma members visited Washington
who belonged to the Duma defense


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-16T12:22:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




